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LITERARY SELECTION 


Howe, Helen The Circle the Day 
Simon Schuster. May 22, 1950. 265p. $3.00. 


The subtitle this novel might appropriately have 
been that old one about the female the species, etc. 
Male perfidy, true, plays insignificant part 
Miss Howe’s story about New York smart set, but it’s 
the grand strategy worked out the girls under the 
hair-driers that calculated lift male scalp. When 
Mona Stevens, wealthy, catty and young looking 
the cosmetician can make her, holds forth Faith 
Millet the relative advantages shedding retain- 
petitor’s spouse, how plan the destruction 
reputation, she exhibits the happy geo- 
politician staking out the heartland the Manhattan 
social continent. 


The action the story compressed into single day 
the life Faith Millet whose husband Eric, suc- 
cessful young concert manager, has just presented her 
with gift mark the tenth anniversary happy 
marriage. Their only child, Fay, had been disap- 
pointment her father first the simple fact 
being female: had hoped for son. But all three 
are devoted each other and everything serene until, 
later the morning, Faith gets telephone call from 
feline friend who joyfully informs her that her (Faith’s) 
husband the father three year old bastard son 
old flame his named Cherry Slate, prominent 
singer and divorcee currently married refugee Euro- 
pean. Eric, confronted direct question from Faith, 
shamefully admits his guilt but denies any present en- 
with Cherry and declares his love for his 
wife. Faith, staggered the shock, baffled, hurt and 
angered, but nevertheless she sets out keep the day’s 
engagements, reflecting her own and Eric’s past life 
effort piece the broken fragments together into 
some sort meaningful pattern. 


Her friend Mona, have seen, offers her cynical 
materialism disguised common sense; her home town 
friend Clara, solid and loyal, says Faith should have 
waited for her original love Fred (who had walked out 
her) instead marrying Eric; the old line New 
Yorker and clubwoman Mrs. Van Eyck unwittingly 
hurts her mentioning details about Cherry and Eric 
which she thought Faith already knew; Miss Thompson 
the school teacher angers her warning not visit 
her frustrations her daughter Fay; and finally Freddy 
himself, suave and persuasive, turns from nowhere 


and proposes adulterous elopement Paris. Faith 
feels the tug the tide her old love for him wells 
up, but the turning point comes when she realizes 
moment insight the inherent selfishness Freddy’s 
nature and the fact that never would have made her 
good husband. 

Her last visit the day Eric’s mother, who dying 
cancer and tortured also with remorse for having 
twisted Eric’s life because her inordinate grief over 
the death her husband when Eric was still child; 
the interview gives Faith new slant Eric. The 
circle the day brought close after Faith con- 
trives get furtive glimpse Eric’s cherished son 
while playing Gramercy Park; then she turns 
dejectedly homeward. Eric, apprehensively docile, 
reading book Fay, and mutely beseeching his wife’s 
mercy. After tense inward struggle Faith realizes that 
there are depths life she had never plumbed; that 
her husband, guilty was, did genuinely love her; 
and that she herself had been guilty the passive en- 
joyment life’s pleasures when she should have recog- 
nized that integrity can achieved only the unre- 
mitting effort face life and reject the 
crutches self-deception and pleasant illusion. She 
decides remain with Eric, and solve best she 
can the problem his love for his little boy. 


Moral factors, such, are not adverted the story, 
although the implication present that, the level 
natural morality, happiness found the 
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shirking one’s obligations. Apart from pesky ten- 
dency use theological terms secular context 
(high altar, canonization, sacred chalice and water be- 
come wine—p. 56, 80, 110, 130 and especially 256) the 
author handles her material with competence. The 
heroine led into real dilemmas and Miss Howe, 
though apparently innocent the Christian approach 
them, faces these dilemmas squarely with Faith, and 
does not resort any slick formulas take any liber- 
ties with her characterizations. The section “12.30 
Noon” women’s club Hokinsonian calibre, 
and the depiction disillusioned European 
radical, lifts the book couple notches above the 
entertainment level. For the mature reader seeking 
enjoyable fiction, The Circle the Day recom- 
mended, with the qualifications noted above. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Knight, Brigid Not Any Single Man 
Doubleday. May 18, 1950. 309p. $3.00. 


time, this latest Brigid Knight’s novels parallels 
the public life England’s William Pitt. The most 
significant angles the development the plot owe 
their creation the historic Revolution France and 
the later long-drawn-out Napoleonic Wars. The 
title, derived from Pitt’s Guildhall speech the occa- 
sion the victory Trafalgar: return you many 
thanks for the honour you have done me; but Europe 
not saved any single man. .”, outlines the 
thesis that through individual strength char- 
acter that the body social flourishes. 


The story opens the pleasant farm home the 
Howards, Weatherby, near Walmer, Kent. Here, 
Catherine Howard tends her dying father whose only 
worry concerns her future. esteems John Gray 
neighboring Halesworth suitable match but John’s 
half brother, Roger, who has captured Catherine’s 
heart. contrast the stolid, steady, insular-minded 
John, Roger offers little security but end dash 
and derring-do, tolerance acquired worldly experi- 
ence far beyond the confines Kent, and spirit that 
finds rest the peaceful haven Weatherby presided 
over Catherine. 


British espionage agent Roger’s life colorful 
one but, the surface, appears entirely 
solute. natural propensity for les affaires d’amour 
lowers already prejudiced opinion Knowledge 
this weakness makes him less lovable Catherine 
and, spite opposition from John, her guardian 
after George Howard’s death, the two are secretly 
married. Their life from then unfolds between the 
times Roger’s absences abroad secret missions or, 
later, his engagements naval battles under Nelson. 


all, three children come Weatherby. And, the 
trend her Southern Cross, the author introduces an- 
other child alien household. This Madeleine 
Vitry, escaped from the fury the Revolution 
through the faithfulness old Henri, family servant. 
Henri’s tale that Madeleine not, was given out, 
the child the Comte and Comtesse Vitry, but 


Howe Knight 


Best 


Roger and Jeanne the latter’s sister, 
accepted Roger view his pre-marital liaison 
with Jeanne. fortune jewels accompanies Made. 
ensure her financial independence. 
erine’s magnificent acceptance the situation 
the major decision her life. 


Outside the important central development Cath. 
erine’s character, the story grows from this event. Made. 
leine’s arrival Weatherby brings the gaiety and charm 
her French heritage well Roger’s love ad- 
venture, something his and Catherine’s yeoman 
spring lack. 


The mistake having concealed the truth her 
parentage from Madeleine apparent when she and 
the Gray’s oldest son William, almost age, con- 
template marriage, and Catherine forced reveal 
their true relationship. anger Madeleine departs 
from Walmer Castle the service Lady Hester 
Stanhope, niece William Pitt. Pitt’s personal sacri- 
fices the interests the country had inspired all 
those who came contact with him and Madeleine 
falls under his spell. 


She Roger’s daughter when, disguised boy, she 
manages entrance the Guildhall hear the idol 
speak. She Guérins child her 
fligate generosity, her Gallic practicality. The 
ance Henri, now mad, rather poorly developed 
attempt play her already questionable ancestry, 
However, any further proof needed, the author 
provides as, after marriage Sir Francis Dallas 
Madeleine’s son born mirror the now dead Roger 
casualty Trafalgar). 


The rather romantic melodrama that the plot 
difficult accept times. There something 
beth Goudge the charming pictures the English 
home and countryside. Weatherby the author em- 
phasizes the warmth home where firelight dances 
and tea draws the hearth, where cat washes its 
face the doorway, the fragrance roses blue 
bowl lingers the air, where, outside, ripening corn 
waves the salt breeze, the trees glitter crystalline 
splendour the misty English winter, 
lows the stalls nearby barns. But she does not 
beyond this does Miss Goudge capture anything 
the supernatural add the story. 


The novel provides unobjectionable reading for adults. 
The odd allusion “the oppression the poor the 
Church, the State, and the nobility (p. 34), 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Cardinal Robinson Apr. 
The Wall (Ila) Hersey Mar. 
Star Money (IV) Winsor Apr. 
Jubilee Trail Bristow Feb. 
The Egyptian (IIb) Sept. 
The Feast Kennedy Apr. 
Shellabarger Jan. 
Schulman May 
Jan. 


The King’s Cavalier (I) 
Sleep Till Noon (IV) 
The Parasites (IV) 

The Plymouth Adventure (I) May 


The Grand Alliance (1) Churchill May 
The Mature Mind (III) 
The Art Real Happiness Peale May 
The Cocktail Party Eliot Apr. 
Leap Over the Wall Baldwin Apr. 


“Popish superstition” (p. 72) explain the Revolu- 
tion character for those who had been expecting 
Frenchmen have tails and Napoleon eat babies. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JUNE 
SELECTION 


Orme, Alexandra Comes the Comrade 
Morrow. May 17, 1950. 376p. $4.00. 


Now that the rest the world has intimidated 
Russia, you might like read book written 
woman who knew the Russians for what they were, and 
that was not very much. Mrs. Orme lived near the 
Hungarian town Mora, when was liberated 
from the Germans the Russians December 1944. 
For the three following months, the Russians were en- 
camped the estate where Mrs. Orme lived, and this 
book account that “liberation”. These remarks 
may make you expect that the story one more tragic 
account the conquered and the conquerors. not 
that. Mrs. Orme and her household, large one, wish- 
good terms with the Russians, and wel- 
comed them. The author, Pole, knew some Russian 
and was usually able convince the Russians that they 
should friendly, but not too friendly, with her. The 
account intended humorous, and realizing 
that objective the one humorous treatment 
phase the war that this reviewer has read. For that 
reason alone you may impelled read it. 


Will you learn anything from reading think you 
will, because Mrs. Orme writes devastatingly but never 
savagely the Russians. She takes them they are 
and reports accordingly, that the Russians seem 
natural born liars and boasters; she believes that the 
Russians, least the soldiers, are much more happy 
when dirty than when clean, although she admits that 
some Russians have begun wash the upper part 
their bodies; she the opinion that vodka and 
drunkenness are normal part Russian life; she does 
not consider the Russians civilized the European 
sense the term; she does not find them intelligent 
other Europeans; she found easier get along 
with them realizing that they were 
tarded and conducting herself accordingly. 


Orme Kirkbride 


Although the Russians destroyed wantonly practically 
everything value the big country house which 
she lived, she believed this destruction was the result 
ignorance rather than malice. The Russians 
would pull the mattresses off the bedsteads and sleep 
the floor. The bedstead would then broken 
for kindling. Other fine pieces furniture would 
destroyed for similar reason. Never having seen 
furniture the Russians had realization what they 
were doing. Fine bedclothing would taken out 
the house and simply thrown away. The Russians 
could see reason why there should not just 
much mud inside the house outside the house, and 
acted accordingly wet weather. From time time 
she was given rigorous cross-examination because the 
Russians consider all non-Russians spies and 
saboteurs. She was able survive these ordeals 
keeping bit ahead the Russians mentally. The 
Russians forced the men the neighborhood serve 
labor battalions; they disregarded the husbands and 
did they wished with the women the village; they 
stole everything sight; they fought the Germans 
seldom possible; they had not the least sense kin- 
ship with those whom they were presumably “liber- 
Had not been for Mrs. Orme’s ability 
understand the Russians, she and her family would 
course have been killed. She readily admits that, 
she casually explains the Russian inability under- 
stand anything involving ethics. The animal like exist- 
ence which they had led Russia had simply made 
animals them, Mrs. Orme’s opinion, and she con- 
ducted herself accordingly. She writes plainly about 
her experiences. you wish read about unusual 
phase the war you may find this book worth your 
attention. makes effort anything but enter- 
aining. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Kirkbride, Ronald Still the Heart Sings 
Frederick Fell, Inc. May 15, 1950. 252p. $2.75. 


Ronald Kirkbride seems have written six novels, one 
volume each letters and poems, biography, two 
plays and three screen plays—all this years age. 
Reading this, his latest publication, helps one under- 
stand the unusual output. These are the high places 
the plot: 


Young Karin Frazer, “that summer May”, after pass- 
ing big examinations college”, and waiting 
year before should enter his uncle’s firm (nature 
unspecified) went his mother’s request his 
Cousin Flora’s solicitation New Hampshire tutor 
his nine-year-old cousins. There lived with Cousin 
Zekel’s family: Cousin Marthie and her children— 
Flora, inhibited and spinsterish, Chris about marry 
older woman with four children, Hoy and Roy, the 
illiterate and wild twins, and Leda, the child nature, 
who wandered the mountains (when she was not col- 
lecting sap hoeing the fields) company with birds 
and wild beasts, never touching red meat but living 
berries and the “red-tipped heads rhubarb, parsnips, 
and dandelion 


4 


» 


Cousin Zekel was painter who had only year earlier 
given his canvases for stone and the dark 
cold cellar his house Leda showed Karin her father’s 
sculptures, elemental, passionate figures whose ob- 
scenity the reader may guess, and whose frenzied 
violence, sex-starved Flora came furtively stare. 
was Leda, too, who when dinner was over and the 
family and guest assembled the living room, sensed 
her father’s restlessness and smiling gave him pad and 
pencil and posed for him the nude. was Leda who 
went swimming with Karin that same exposed state, 
and occasion spent the night with him her moun- 
tain hide-away, all wrapped round her shining inno- 
cence. Yet was Leda who, escape attack 
lickerish farm boy, calmly stepped off cliff her 
death. The night she died, the enraged villagers burn- 
out Cousin Zekel and his brood, because they could 
not appreciate the artistic quality the huge statue 
Zekel had recently unveiled the village. their 
clod-eyes, the great figure nude pregnant woman 
was not beautiful. After the fire, Cousin Zekel and 
his diminished family moved and Karin, sadder 
and wiser and spiritually richer for his summer, knew 
last, “With courage, can make our lives once 
know. knowledge alone that gives 
difficult say what phase the book the great- 
est insult the reader. Whether the occasional 
sniggering, and/or blasphemous dialog. whether 
the consistent vagueness when flat, concrete state- 
ment should made. (For example, searched back 
and forth among the first pages, trying discover 
just what time year the story opened, spite the 
phrase “that summer May”. The sap collecting and 
maple sugaring coincident with flat green lawns and 
trees which “had put froth green leaves over- 
night were flame-tipped with bloom” defeated 
me.) whether the beginning-to-end preoccupa- 
tion with sex, under the thin guise beautiful, inno- 
cent naturalness. Reflection brings the conclusion that 
the forced, unconnected, dragged-in, chapter about the 
mating bull and cow was the high point offensive- 
ness, but the nastiest item thoroughly nasty piece 
pulp was the author’s making Flora librarian. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Lampart, Felicia Mink 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 16, $3.50. 

had many family story during last decade, 
many them humorous and most them fairly read- 
able. But here one from the “upper crust” which 
includes governesses and but withal 
interesting and readable any the crop. 
Lampart, now the wife Harvard Law School Pro- 
fessor, has compiled incidents based the 
childhood training given her indomitably active 
Mother and her wisely humorous Father. Mother, 
course, had the major voice and she never hesitated 
exercise with firmness intention that brooked 
opposition other than the occasionally 
successful plotting adolescents. Exclusive schools, 
governesses, trips Europe, training foreign lan- 


Lampart Reeves 


Best SELLER 


guages, music, dancing, etc., all with rigid supervision, 
were the major items the training. But Felicia and 
her older sister managed survive the ordeal and 
cmerge presumably finished ladies, having had 
great deal fun and some difficulties the process, 
The Lamparts were Jewish and the home environment 
was partially religious the observance Jewish cus 
toms. But material life was far from neglected, especi- 
ally its social and artistic aspects. Mother, Father 
and the daughters will furnish enjoyable slightly 
sophisticated reading for adults. 


Reeves, George Man from South Dakota 
(Winner Avery Hopwood Major Award, 1949.) 
May 1950. 256p. $3.00. 

like have every boy the United States read this 
story, sometime before leaves school, whether 
high school college. Not that this merely 
man’s book, and men, too, will read 
with envy and admiration and thoughtfulness. 
this account Man from South Dakota record 
courageous man independent spirit 
downright, old-fashioned stick-to-itiveness. Not fiction, 
but factual autobiography what George Reeves has 
tell us. And tells well. 


received his Bachelor’s degree from the 
Michigan 1926. His aunt and uncle, with whose 
“coalition” had been able attend the university, 
had hoped would study medicine; wanted 
journalist; but became sheep-rancher, determined 
work the large tract land had inherited from 
his parents, and which his Aunt Ida and Uncle 
were running. But would farmed with modern 
methods and machinery; and the sheep would better 
than cattle. planned; but was not planning 
the weather cycles the appearance the periodic 
hordes grasshoppers, the flash-floods and the 
months, the high winds that whipped the topsoil inte 
the clouds. But met each disaster with 
keep and better, and learn from the past 
had erred. had time for romancing; once 
awhile movie town; but mostly the work was it: 
own reward and the reward was weariness that 
brought untroubled sleep. pitted his ingenuity 
strength against Dakota; and eventually won out. But 
years the New Deal, for which, independent 
man pioneer spirit, has little more than angr 
contempt. For, Reeves’ eyes, the New Deal 
ized, and wasted, when might have reclaimed 
saved. When needed aid, could not, 
bachelor without dependents, get it; taking 
advantage, did, finally, some the bureaw 
cratic fumbling which permitted him collect indem 
nities subsidies, enough tide him over until 
could pay his own way again. 

And recurrently through all these years work, 
the itch write; and last, this the result: his firs 
published book. good, stimulating reading; becaus 
the story admirable and the style lean and win 
the traditional cowboy. Check double your 
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University Scranton 
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White, Leslie Magnus the Magnificent 
Crown. May 12, 1950. 288p. $3.00. 

For the purposes the story Magnus Carter reputed 
one the semi-official pirates whose exploits 
Elizabeth’s pre-Armada cold war with Philip are cred- 
ited responsible for Engand’s eventual victory. Sail- 
ing from Plymouth youngster returned with 
chest gold and blazing desire for Rosalind Maynard 
whose father, Sir Jethroe, had fled the country because 
involvement papist plot, leaving his daughter 
care her uncle, Sir Gregory Duane. attempt 
find letters addressed Rosalind, Magnus stumbles 
upon evidence that Sir Gregory implicated, together 
with Sir Peter Beckles, Spanish conspiracy aimed 
Elizabeth. Instead handing these papers the 
government Magnus secretes them, intending use 
them force Duane’s consent his marriage with 
Rosalind. But Sir Gregory and Sir Peter are too adroit 
for Magnus; kidnapped, taken Spain, tortured 
the Inquisition, condemned death and finally 
sentenced the galleys, along with his innkeeper- 
gunner friend, Timothy Prettyman, whose 
maid Katie has also enjoyed Magnus’ affections. 


the galley Magnus and Tim acquire two new 
friends—the Moor, Abdu ben Absedik and the un- 
frocked Spanish priest, Diego Valesco. The four aid 
capturing the galley, singe Phillip’s beard bit while 
gathering information about the Armada and return 
England where Magnus made captain ship under 
Drake. They sail Spain where Magnus abducts 
Rosalind who had been married Sir Peter Buckles 
and then the Spanish Main where Rosalind deserts 
him return Sir Peter. Having lost his ship and 
almost wrecked Drake’s expedition, Magnus captures 
Spanish galleon and returns England. Katie, the 
barmaid, has saved the incriminating evidence and 
Magnus now hero, knighted the Queen and 
finding his course, his true love the buxom Katie. 
Rarely has this reviewer read book more awkwardly 
written where characters, plot and background are 
poorly handled. There nothing magnificent about 
Magnus the handling women, ships himself. 
There are offensive references the Church, the usual 
misunderstanding the Inquisition but more blatant 
than all the open condonation sexual immorality 
which several occasions expressed quite crudely. 
There seems reason recommend the book any 
class reader. 


Schenk, Reginald England 
Longmans, Green. Apr. 12, 1950. 176p. $3.00. 


the panorama past civilizations, the 16th century 
must singled out because its importance and deci- 
sions. This was time when the world fell heir the 
legacies past Christian culture and humanism domi- 
nated all Christian Europe. was also era when 
the world witnessed such leading figures Erasmus 
and More, Luther and Henry VIII, Mary Tudor and 
Reginald Pole. Although the inclusion Pole this 
list world notables might questioned, neverthe- 
less, the Cardinal was excellent position experi- 
ence the issues his day. Pole means seeing 


him leading Catholic reformer and European 
humanist” (p. vii). 


White Schenk 


Reginald Pole was born March, 1500, and seems 
that even early age avoidance public affairs was 
thing “that greatly cherished” (p. 
for the Church from his early years, Reginald received 
excellent education humanist studies attending 
Oxford and the University Padua. Credit for his 
academic furtherance must given his cousin and 
benefactor Henry VIII (see Genealogical Tables, 
172). Returning from the University Padua 1527, 
Pole was determined lead sheltered life despite 
being Dean Exeter, even though was without 
minor orders. This period hermitage was short-lived 
because his mind was soon occupied with problem 
which not only had decided effect his own life, 
but religious matters England well. That 
problem was the divorce Henry VIII and Katherine 
Aragon. 


Pole’s desire avoid the critical political scene well 
continue his studies forced him leave England 
and enroll the University Paris. This time the 
King was determined use his cousin for selfish gains 
and with the necessary pressures requested Pole 
submit the question the validity his marriage 
the theologians Paris. Pole did not take active 
part the unsavory business securing decision 
favorable Henry and returned England shortly 
after the theology faculty Paris decided that the 
Pope lacked the power grant dispensation for the 
marriage Henry and Katherine. 


Once again Henry tried draw Pole into public life 
offering him the vacated Archbishopric York 
the condition that declare favorable opinion 
the King’s divorce. Pole refused the offer and found 
his reluctance increased misgivings about the di- 
vorce. yet did not have decisive stand against 
the divorce, fact, was prepared accept com- 
promise solution. But the direct opposite the com- 
promise solution came forth meeting between 
Henry and Pole. Pole explaining his views letter 
Henry centers his main point “concern for the 
King’s honour” (p. 27) yet indicates that had 
firm grasp the circumstance the divorce (see pp. 
27-29). This should have been the time decision 
for Pole but instead find him requesting permission 
leave England. Henry finally gave his approval 
1532 and Pole left England not returning for twenty 
years. 


During the next two decades Pole led active life 
the service the Church. 1536 took part 
meeting which resulted the epoch-making document 
should noted that this document stated the basic 
and main principles Catholic reform. The same 
year found Pole, Sadoleto, and Caraffa among the 
eleven cardinals created Pope Paul (Although 
created cardinal 1536 Pole was not ordained until 
1556, two years before his death.) His participation 
the 1546 session the Council Trent, coupled with 
his refusal the Pontificate since was convinced 
God did not want him Pope, and his unsuccessful 
tenure Legate for England during the reign Cath- 
olic Queen Mary round out his life. 


his short but well documented biography, Dr. 
Schenk reveals very sympathetic appreciation his 
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subject. Nevertheless does not become enamored 
with his hero that neglects point out certain flaws 
Pole’s career. among these are his diplo- 
matic missions, reform the English Church, and the 
restoration Catholicism England. Although this 
book will have limited circulation should read 
everyone interested this crucial period European 
history. 

Timothy Scully, 

Department History and 

University Scranton 


Toledano, Ralph, and Lasky, Victor 
Seeds Treason 


Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 1950. 270p. $3.50. 


The sub-title this book explains its purpose and 
scope. is: “The True Story the 
Tragedy”. written two working journalists— 
Toledano assistant editor Newsweek, Lasky 
reporter the New York World Telegram Sun. 
“published for Newsweek” Funk Wagnalls, 
and officially Newsweek Book”. 


The heart the story the two chapters the 
hearings before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee. There where the case was 
The two trials Alger Hiss come somewhat 
anti-climax. The authors, course, used for their 
sources the transcripts the hearings and the trials, 
and have used them effectively. 


The book itself has been widely heralded containing 
startling revelations, hidden from ordinary newspaper 
readers. This mistake its value and significance. 
Apart from some biographical details, this reviewer did 
not note any substantial fact that had not already 
read the New York and Washington papers, taken 
collectively. This understandable, view the 
libel laws, but may also tribute newspaper 
reporting. The real value the book lies this, that 
you can here read all once what read piecemeal 
over period year so. 


The architectonic qualities the book are outstanding. 
There attempt cheap sensationalism (in spite 
the ads), but rather deliberate attempt under- 
statement. The “background” material carefully 
arranged, including some relevant previous spy cases 
(not, however, taking the Amerasia case, now again 
discussed); the biographies both Hiss and Chambers 
have been carefully reconstructed; the picture 
Communist “apparatus”, several apparatuses, the 
Government before, during, and after the war, clearly 
drawn—with obvious hiatuses, the authors freely 
admit. 


The net result that Chambers emerges the hero, 
with Hiss the villain. view the fact that Cham- 
bers was senior editor Time, this handsome 
Toledano, Newsweek. But there something 
else. Chambers seems have opened his soul openly 
and fully the writers, while Hiss retired behind that 
impregnable reserve that baffled even the Government 
prosecutors. The result that know all about 
Chambers—why did this and that, how felt, why 
recanted—but never get inside Hiss, which 
leads the authors apologize for the fact that “Hiss 


Best SELLERS 


moves through these pages thinly”. view this 
acquaintance with Hiss, can quite under- 
stand that fact. 


One cannot escape the conclusion that these two 
writers have put together brief which, presented 
such the Supreme Court, will have powerful influ- 
ence, the inevitable appeal, sustaining the New 
York jury’s decision. But why Alger Hiss got that way, 
and how operated, still remains mystery. Cham- 
bers’ defection and his return sanity are now clear 
crystal. Just clear are the arguments which per- 
suaded twenty out twenty-four jurors that Alger 
Hiss had perjured himself when denied had be- 
trayed his country. But why did what did 
not know, even from this book. Mr. Toledano 
seems convinced that there have been other Hisses, who 
will revealed, puts it, “in God’s own time and 
God’s own way”. can agree with his pious desire 
that this time and this way will not long delayed, 


before too late. 
Wilfrid Parsons, 
Catholic University 
Washington, 


Campus Zoo 


Barnes, Clare, Jr. 


Doubleday. May 1950. 75p. $1.00. 
Ford, Corey How Guess Your Age 
Doubleday. May 11, 1950. 40p. $1.00. 


Ferril, Helen, and Folsom, Anne 
The Indoor Bird Watcher’s Manual 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 1950. 63p. $1.00. 


Today Bargain Day the Humor Department: three 
small funny books dollar apiece; but the Bargain 
Day all Doubleday. Which way saying that 
Campus Zoo and How Guess Your Age are fine and 
dandy, but that the Duell, Sloan, and Pearce offering 
the one funny book that not funny. 


The trouble with The Indoor Bird Watcher’s Manual 
that invites—with consequences fatal itself—com- 
parison with James Thurber. Helen Ferril (text) and 
Ann Folsom (drawings) have joined talents depict 
some recognizable but not necessarily humorous human 
types, each caricatured the form “indoor bird” 
—The Ruffled Spouse (Neurosis Domesticans Trivialis), 
The Scarlet Teenager (Bobbisoxiae Smartalickae), The 
Duck-Billed Platitude (Conversationis Dullus), and 
others. The concept good (it’s Thurber’s, anyhow), 
but the execution leaves much desired. Text 
somewhat better than drawings—at least there’s 
mer humor the mock-Latin; but the drawings are 
heavy-handed, stiff, and laborious. 
artless doodlings can catch the very spirit and essence 
the Qualm, the Bare-Faced Lie; Folsom’s 
inary creatures fall flat. addition, the book guilty 
bad taste number smirky comments and 
tures. pompous cross-index the end the book 
(SCARLET TEENAGER, THE, and TEENAGER, 
THE SCARLET) rendered doubly ridiculous the 


absence page references. 


Corey Ford’s How Guess Your Age concerns the 
pathetic plaint the aging man who looks dim 
ming and receding world through failing senses. 
notes, for instance, that “they are building staircases 
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steeper than they used to. The rises are higher, 
there are more them, something”. The humor 
slight, and the work very brief. originally ap- 
peared article the fifteen-cent maga- 
zine. One might therefore question whether now 
worth dollar. But the book does boast illustrations 
Gluyas Williams, whose style trim and tidy 
that trim and tidy suburban world his background, 
and perhaps the publisher’s inflationary tactics are 
justified. 


The best the three Campus Zoo. “Perhaps these 
things the future remember will please 
the Virgilian motto (pony translation) which prefaces 
this amusing little souvenir-album school life. 
photographs and captions tracing resemblances between 
man and beast (with possible offense nobody but 
Stuffed Shirts), Campus Zoo worthy sequel the 
same humorist’s highly successful White Collar Zoo 
and Home Sweet Zoo, wherein the identical technique 
was employed poke fun office and home. There 
telling how many Zoos Barnes will produce, for 
has hit upon facile formula that should good for 
many more. I’d say the more the merrier, they are 
all clever the first three. this, the Barnes Zoos 
are like Will Cuppy’s Natural Histories; though the 
former, suspect, will pall much sooner. any rate, 
Clare Barnes, Jr., has firmly established himself 
everybody’s Who’s Zoo. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


* * 


Gheon, Henri and Brochet, Henri 
Saint Anne and the Gouty Rector and Other Plays 
(Translated Olive and Marcus Goldman.) Longmans, 
Green. Mar. 29, 1950. 190p. $2.50. 
Excellent, flavorsome translation seven short plays, 
three Master-craftsman Gheon, and four his 
talented student and disciple, Henri Brochet, makes 
available for the English-speaking stage some very wel- 
come change-of-fare, which will especially gratifying 
college and community theaters. All seven are de- 
signed for simple, imaginative production, requiring 
the minimum scenery and properties; they can 
staged anywhere, church porches, terraces, quad- 
rangles, few picnic tables pushed together, the 
constricted stages parish halls, the well-equip- 
ped university theater, arena-style any large 
room. 
One expects Gheon’s plays have meat well 
meringue; the first the set, Anne and the Gouty 
Rector, humorous and yet reverent account the 
between the simple faith gentle farmer and 
the harried impatience zealous zestful pastor 
when St. Anne wants shrine rebuilt near one her 
old wells Brittany. The Sausage Maker’s Interlude 
brings the devil out hiding during fair the same 
Breton and amusingly teaches the dangers 
inherent the money-lust. Parade Devil’s Bridge 


witty and wise, and completely captivating. But 
Brochet’s plays are almost equally good, not, one 
another instance, better than Gheon’s. The Gardener 
Who Was Afraid Death packs great deal into 
space with only three characters, two Roman 


Gheon Gilby Adams 


soldiers and gardener; while St. Felix and His Potatoes 
with only three male characters funny 
sophical. Many will, feel sure, choose Christmas 
the Crossroads for production next December. Every 
theater group will want this book for use and for refer- 
ence. appendix, suggesting production aids, will 
appreciated the amateurs. 


Even you not take part theatricals, this col- 
lection plays fun read; and inspiring, too. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Gilby, Thomas Phoenix and Turtle 
Longmans, Green. Apr. 12, 1950. 154p. $3.00. 


This latest work the English Dominican bears the 
sub-title The Unity Knowing and Being. pre- 
sents personal, balanced position towards the problem 
knowledge. The thesis that before the mind re- 
flects its ability affirm that being true, abso- 
lutely affirms being and its first principles. This realiza- 
tion makes universal doubt impossible. Though 
psychologica! quality the subject idea may dis- 
tinct from the object, meaning identical. 
Failure see this distinction has led some postulate 
correspondence theory knowledge embrace 
idealism. 


The theory presented here called direct yet critical 
realism, which, having never admitted the radical dual- 
ism thoughts and things and yet having allowed for 
the conceptual character rational knowledge, denies 
that all knowledge directed mere representations 
and affirms that the base knowledge find our- 
selves confronted immediately with the real. The 
author therefore holds that “by and large epistemology 
just metaphysics become self-regarding and that 
extent 


There wealth illustrations this serious yet 
charming book, though many the allusions will 
missed the general public. The method enquiry 
most objective. The American reader will inter- 
ested especially the fair presentation Neo-realism 
and Pragmatism. 


Frederick Scott, 
University Scranton 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins Sunrise Sunset 
Random House. May 26, 1950. 373p. $3.00. 


Samuel Hopkins Adams and Walter Edmonds are par 
excellence the chroniclers upper New York State 
history fiction. Both are eminently readable, both 
spin tightly woven and consistent tales, both are well- 
versed all the local lore, the historical potpourri that 
needed weave verisimilitudinous background. 
And verisimilitude indeed the keynote the back- 
ground against which Mr. Adams spins his thinly ro- 
mantic tale—the story the post-Revolutionary cotton 
factories and the workers who staffed them. Troy was 
the center the trade and Mr. Adams quite home 
Troy from earlier stories. 


Recruited from farm, young 


Obedience (Becky) Webb succumbs the lure high 


| 
| 


wages and comes her very tender teens work the 
Eureka Mills owned the righteous and God-fearing 
citizen, Gurdon Stockwell. spite low wages, 
sixteen hour day, rough food, and unsanitary conditions 
Eureka almost model weavery. The others have 

lesser consideration for their employees. Becky’s tender 
dream marry and live luxury. 
Gypsy Vilas, hardened strolling player, takes Becky 
under her wing. 

general meleé, consequent employee protest, 
Gurdon Stockwell attempts unsuccessfully rape 
Becky. The action known only his conscience but 
that drives him confess his cousin and associate, 
the handsome Guy Roy, with whom Becky has fallen 
love from afar. shielding Gurdon, Guy arranges 
have Becky sent finishing school only fall 
love with her himself when she returns. But Gurdon, 
the advice revival preacher, had already married 
Becky and now establishes her Mrs. Gurdon Stock- 
well. Since she and Guy now admit their love; the 
Stockwell marriage name only with nothing illicit 
occurring between the lovers. Gurdon turns mill- 
hand and fellow churchworker, Priscilla Stamm, for 
consolation. attempting procure abortion she 
starts from him and falls over cliff her death. 
labor organizer and town radical the 
crime, jailed and about lynched when Gurdon 
and Guy with vigilante committee rescue him. The 
Gurdon and notorious tugboat brawler which the 
millowner almost kills his opponent. Gurdon discovers 
the love between Becky and Guy and Guy, for this 
reason and because Gurdon’s 
breaks his association with Stockwell and begins 
manufacture invention local townswoman, the 
detachable collar. 

Although acquitted, church trial, the murder 
Priscilla Stamm, Gurdon indicted the Grand Jury 
and faces trial. There too acquitted, through the 
testimony several who perjured them- 
selves exchange for agreement institute the 
hour day the Eureka When Gurdon later 
repudiates the agreement, one the agitators, who had 
been love with Priscilla Stamm, murders him and the 
tangle then resolved happily for everyone. 

Aside from the weaknesses its complicated plot, the 
overuse argot and immorality, the story excellent 
reading, especially for the background material. How- 
ever the acceptance immoral solutions does much 
negate its value and the book suitable only for mature 
adult readers. 


Sarton, George 

Introduction the History Science 
Volume three, parts and The Fourteenth Century. 
Williams Wilkins, Baltimore, Md. 1947. $20.00. 


The appearance volume three this monumental 
work outstanding event the history science 


Sarton 


well the literature this field. Added 


previously published volumes, constitutes the most 
important compilation this field the English lan- 
guage. The same plan and strictly systematic treatment 
the previous volumes followed consistently here. 
This work indispensible reference not only the 
history science but the history civilization and 
history general. library can afford without 
copy this work. 


Like the preceding volumes, volume three much 
more than careful catalogue books the history 
science. Generalization, trends, historical and 
gious backgrounds, causes and effects are given 
length. The well-known author, his writings 
his public lectures always interesting—never dull. 
This especially true beginning each chapter 
where gives summary the main facts, sim- 
plified account the development each science dur- 
ing that period”. such frequent summing up, 
this overwhelmingly large book would little more 
than well-annotated catalogue manuscripts and 
books. Sarton like explorer returning 
almost unknown land, land rarely read books 
scarcely seen and almost never studied manuscripts, 
tell about distant world—a world six centuries 
ago. Only very few mankind ever have had 
ever will have the opportunity reading and studying 
this mass “impractical literature”. therefore 
matter the greatest interest for the rest mankind 
see what are the general impressions and above all 
the summations the unique experience such 
individual. sense such student digesting much 
literature the period six centuries ago, 
closest approach having actually lived long ago 


The utility this ponderous volume greatly 
tated the finely detailed and very systematic 
ment shown the table contents this very 
planned work. 
“the structure this work and how use it”. 
The volume has number interesting features such 
page XIII the introduction where 
tion contents” the entire volume giving number 
pages and percentage, the portion assigned each 
the fourteen topics, such as, “Historical Background”, 
“Religious Background”, “Philology”. The volume 
further embellished forty illustrations considerable 
interest, such number thirteen “the earliest clock 


bibliography forty-two pages, eighty-page gen 
eral index, eight-page Greek index, 
page Chinese index and twelve page Japanese 
are other noteworthy features this volume. 


Rev. Hugh 
Langlois Herbarium, 
Catholic University 
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